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The first noteworthy event was the exhibition of
his pictures in the Bruton Galleries in London, which
opened on November 7, simultaneously with Scott's
lecture at the Albert Hall, and for the first time
fame, from which he shrank, came to him. During
the three weeks in which they were on view the
galleries were crowded. But the commercial aspect
of the affair was as distasteful to him as it proved
unprofitable. The originals of his pictures he con-
sidered to be the temporary property of the R.G.S.,
and therefore undertook to make copies of any
that were chosen for purchase. He wished at first
to part with these for a modest figure, but on the
manager of the Gallery's assurance that they would
realize ten times as much, and request to be allowed
to undertake their sale at a high commission,
Wilson, innocent of the practical consequences of
the transaction, agreed. In the result, though
orders for no less than eighty copies were placed,
and faithfully executed over a period of six
months, the artist realized a miserable return for his
labours.

London being now the centre of his work, he
and his wife rented inexpensive rooms in Bushey,
with a studio within a stone's throw, only a couple
of miles from his old lodgings at Stanmore. Three
minutes' walk ( down our lanes led them into a
mazy copse with marshy hollows full of all the
simple natural treasures that they loved. He was
working in the studio on a picture of the Antarctic
coast for presentation to the King, when the sting
of a bee on a v$in of his temple caused a sudden
swelling of his face and whole body. The poison
had reached the heart and lungs, and the conse-